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Background of “New Liberal Arts”

Zhaofeng Wu'?
1. Central China Normal University, Wuhan, Hubei, 430070, China
2. Hubei University of Economics, Wuhan, Hubei, 430205, China

Abstract: Since the Ministry of Education proposed the concept of New Liberal Arts education, the survival of English majors
and the issue of talent cultivation plans have once again become a hot topic of debate in the Chinese education community. The
paper argues that the advantages of English skills, humanistic characteristics, and academic value determine that the English
major should exist and must continue to exist. It can undergo disciplinary transformation, enriching its disciplinary support
while making corresponding disciplinary transformations for different levels of education and talent cultivation goals, so that
its development could meet the new needs of the times. In addition, teachers engaged in English major teaching must also make
corresponding service-oriented shifts to enhance the language skills and humanistic literacy of various types of talents, while
writing and teaching specialized English for various majors to meet the urgent demand of society for compound English talents.
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