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Analysis of Pu Songling’s Strange Tales from a Chinese Studio from the Perspective of Realism

Jing Liu

College of Literature, Hunan Normal University, Changsha, Hunan, 410000, China

Abstract: At the beginning of writing Strange Tales from a Chinese Studio, Pu Songling was questioned by a friend who
advised him not to write about foxes, ghosts, flowers, and demons anymore, and to write some normal articles to become
famous. But he still persists in this path. Even today, thousands of years later, Strange Tales from a Chinese Studio is still
widely circulated and loved by people, deeply proving that Strange Tales from a Chinese Studio is an immortal work.
Therefore, the analysis of the creation of Strange Tales from a Chinese Studio is of great significance. As is well known,
literature originates from life and transcends it. Theory is a reflection of reality, and reality is the source of theory. Literary
works should be rooted in real life and reflect the people and events of the time. Literary works, as a guiding ideology of
the times, should be able to awaken the deeply intoxicated social conscience and guide society towards a positive path of
development. In the current fast-paced and fast food culture, they should be particularly vigilant. The narrative of Strange
Tales from a Chinese Studio is gripping, and Pu Songling is in the melting pot of feudal society, naturally unable to escape the
constraints of feudal ethics. The book not only reflects the dark reality and criticizes the negative social atmosphere, but also
conveys traditional culture and reflects truth, goodness, and beauty. Previous scholars have proposed that Pu Songling’s fox
ghost flower demon self offering to sleep on a pillow is a manifestation of male desire. The author believes that the plot of the
fox ghost flower demon falling in love with a scholar is a rebellion against feudal ethics, a pursuit of free love, and a reflection
of the progress of the times. Pu Songling’s love story is also a traditional happy ending for talented scholars and beautiful
women that meets the aesthetic expectations of the public. In the paper, the author starts from a realistic perspective and
mainly analyzes the relationship between Pu Songling’s creation and the love view, social ideology, culture, economy, politics,
and life at that time, and explores it in conjunction with the creative conditions.

Keywords: realism; feudal ethics and morals; Strange Tales from a Chinese Studio; create; traditional culture
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