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Research on Consonant Errors in Chinese Acquisition by Native English Speaking Students
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Abstract: Speech is the material shell of language. International students studying in China first come into contact with and learn
Chinese phonetics. In daily life, foreign students need to use voice to communicate with Chinese people everywhere. If phonetics
is not good, daily communication can not be carried out, affecting their survival. English is a syllabic script, Chinese is a phonetic
script, and Chinese characters are a combination of sound and meaning, with a certain degree of phonetic representation.
International students who are native English speakers have already delved into the basics of phonetics before learning Chinese.
According to the theory of comparative analysis, the similarities between two languages are easy for international students to
learn, but in the later stages, it is much more difficult to produce authentic sounds that meet the standards of the target language
than sounds that do not correspond in the two languages. So, it’s actually the sounds that are similar between two languages that
are the most difficult. The speech problems that domestic students may encounter, international students may encounter them, and
for some speech problems that domestic students may not encounter, international students may also encounter them. In order
to help international students overcome the foreign accent and tone to produce Chinese pronunciation with correct and round
pronunciation, this paper analyzes the acquisition of Chinese consonant errors by English speaking international students, mainly
starting from the types of consonant errors, and explores teaching strategies.
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