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Abstract: This paper analyzes the misuse of the quantifier “species” in the HSK dynamic corpus, focusing on 166 related
errors. The study reveals that the misuse frequency is high, with semantic misuse accounting for 48.39% and contextual
misuse for 51.61%. Semantic misuse often involves replacing specific individual quantifiers, abstract concepts, or action
process quantifiers due to learners’ unclear understanding of quantifier categories and rules. Contextual misuse arises from
issues like contextual inconsistency and general or repetitive quantifier use, stemming from a lack of understanding of context
suitability. To address these issues, the article recommends contrastive teaching methods and contextualized exercises.
Comparative teaching helps students identify the appropriate use of “species” by contrasting it with other quantifiers, while
contextual exercises enhance accurate usage in real-life scenarios. These strategies aim to improve the accuracy and fluency
of learners’ use of the quantifier “species”. The findings provide valuable data and teaching strategies for enhancing quantifier
instruction in international Chinese education.
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