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Discipline Technology and Life Power: An Alternative Interpretation of the Theme of

“Britishness” in Contemporary British Postcolonial Novels
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School of Foreign Languages, Inner Mongolia University for Nationalities, Tongliao, Inner Mongolia, 028043, China

Abstract: This paper explores the governance techniques contained in the narrative of contemporary British postcolonial
novels under the paradigm of heterotopia theory, and presents the ideological operation mechanism characterized by
“Britishness”. Foucault emphasized a “modern system of state governance” in his later works on heterotopia, deploying his
research paradigm in territorial division, population governance, disciplinary mechanisms, and self-cultivation and shaping. He
takes heterogeneous and marginalized things as research objects, which are usually constructed products in relevant historical
contexts. Their existence has an external referent effect of otherness, and at the same time, they explore the real construction of
macro historical narratives and mechanisms from the perspective of others. Exploring the heterogeneous space in postcolonial
novels using Foucault’s theory of heterotopia as a research paradigm, while presenting the confrontation, dialogue, and
mutual learning between different cultures, it also interprets the hidden macro narratives such as power technology, ideology,
and cultural logic from the external perspective of otherness, and examines the real context of the collision of heterogeneous
civilizations in order to seek more effective dialogue and communication.
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