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Design of Debate Activities in Junior High School English Classrooms: Guided by Students’
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Abstract: This paper discusses the methods of designing middle school English debate activities to enhance students’ core
competencies. It is pointed out that traditional teaching neglects the cultivation of core competencies, while debate activities can
enhance students’ language, learning, thinking, and cultural awareness. Emphasize that debate design should be life oriented,

gradual, balanced between knowledge and interest, democratic, and integrated into ideological and political education. The

paper elaborates on the design process of debate activities, covering preparation, practice, and reflection and summary.
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[F]E 1: Do you have hobbies?

[FJiT 2: Are your hobbies getting in the way of your studies?

[FJ5% 3. What do your parents think about your hobbies?
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Reason 1
I'm serious about running. It's the only

thing I've ever wanted to do.
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Reason 2
I think I should be allowed to make

this choice myself. Only then will 1

have a chance to achieve my dream.

|:> Main reasons

1 Liu Yu B9 E R T EEH

Reason 1
We think our son needs to think abuut

other possible jobs.

Reason 3
His parents believe that Liu Yu should
study hard in the evenings so they don't

allow him to practice running at night.

an

viewpoint

Reason 2
He needs to think about what will

happen if he doesn't end up as a

professional runner.

|:> Main reasons

\ Reason 4

He needs to spend more time on his
homework because it is difficult to become a

professional sports star.
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Category Criteria Excellent (4) Good (3) Fair (2) | Needs Improvement (1)
Content Relevance and depth of arguments presented
Research Use of evidence and examples to support claims
Organization Clarity of structure and logical flow of arguments
Delivery Confidence, volume, and pace of speech
Presentation Effective use of body language and eye contact
Language Use of appropriate and varied vocabulary
Grammar Correct use of grammar and sentence structure
Participation Active listening and responding to opponents’ arguments
Teamwork Collaboration with team members when necessary
Critical Thinking Ability to analyze and challenge opposing views
Overall Impression
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Ql: “How do you find a balance between your hobby
and your schoolwork ? ”
Q2: “How do you develop independent thinking and

decision-making skills while respecting the views of your
parents 7 "

PR 4 B85 ROBIATIAEL TR R N X 2R
TEY5 S ERAGRI IS -, H5 Liu Yu FUHERER
AR, AMUGE T2 D NRREEEN A, B
T REERTSACR R AR AN I TS Al E sk A
B SRR 2 FREPPEr, DA e E A AP
IR A g BIEANRSERE ), X — P RA R E
PRI NHRFERANRE RS SR — IR XA B T2
Inpkz AL RN B , $Em it B T A @i

212

RS AEEI.

FAS—RE), REEmeEsihnes. 8%
PNEE

Ql:

with your opponent’s arguments?

In this debate, how do you balance your point of view

Q2: How did you use critical thinking to strengthen your
argument or refute your opponent?

Q3: How do you think you performed? What did you do
well and what do you need to improve?
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