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An Analysis of the Convergences and Divergences Between Marx and Comte’s Thoughts — A

Study Based on Positivist, Historiography and Political Philosophy

Tianxiang Hou
School of Marxism, Jilin University, Changchun, Jilin, 130012, China

Abstract: As sociologists in the same historical period, Marx and Comte had many convergences in their thoughts. They
advocated positivism methodology, made a single line generalization of the historical process of human society in the
evolutionary style, and paid attention to the class contradictions and social changes in capitalist society. Based on different
class positions, they have differences and even opposites in positivism, history and politics. In the positive view, Marx
emphasized the importance of positive science, while Comte advocated positive philosophy and tried to dissolve philosophy
into science. In the view of history, Marx put forward the “five-stage theory” of human social development based on historical
materialism, and Comte put forward the “three-stage law” of historical process. In terms of political views, Marx proposed
class struggle and violent revolution to promote regime change and political progress, while Comte advocated non-violent
social spiritual reconstruction to achieve order and progress. The essence of the ideological difference between Marx and
Comte is that the different class positions determine the opposition of their philosophical lines.
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