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Abstract: As globalization accelerates and China’s international standing rises, Mandarin assumes an increasingly important
role as a language for international communication, leading to rapid expansion of its education worldwide, particularly in
Southeast Asia. With its strategic location, cultural diversity, and economic dynamism, the region has become a significant
market for international Mandarin education. Employing a comparative research approach, this paper delves into the
current state, characteristics, challenges, and future trends of international Mandarin education in Southeast Asia. By
examining Chinese language education policies, teaching models in various Southeast Asian countries, the paper uncovers
commonalities and disparities within the region. It further proposes policy recommendations and outlines future directions
for the development of Mandarin education. Research shows significant progress in Chinese language education in Southeast
Asia regarding policy support, innovative teaching models. However, challenges such as a teacher shortage and inadequate
adaptation of teaching materials persist.
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