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The Development of Social Education during the Republic of China Period and the Changes
in Rural Social Structure in Shandong Province (1928-1937)
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Abstract: During the period of the Republic of China, the social education with “popular education” and “civilian education”
as the main body was initially developed, and entered a stage of prosperity and development after the establishment of the
Nanjing National Government. However, due to the long-term infighting among warlords and natural disasters, the economic
development in the vast rural areas of China is on the verge of collapse and is facing a serious social crisis. In order to revive
the rural society and cultivate construction talents, the development of rural social education is regarded as an effective way,
and thus set off the rural education movement. Taking Shandong as an example, Liang Shuming carried out an experiment on
rural construction in Zouping, Shandong, with the establishment of village and township learning organizations as the core,
popularizing education to the local people and guiding villagers to participate in rural autonomy. These educational activities
objectively improve and improve the local social structure, and also provide a useful reference for today’s rural construction.
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