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Women’s Music Education in the Xuetang Yuege Movement

Xiao Ma
School of Music, Huaiyin Normal University, Huai’an, Jiangsu, 223300, China

Abstract: The late 19th and early 20th centuries were a crucial historical period for the transformation of education in China
from traditional to modern. Influenced by the girls” education in church schools and the idea of gender equality in Western
countries such as Europe, America and Japan, girls’ school education developed rapidly during this period. At the same time,
a large number of Japanese students represented by Shen Xinggong returned to China and took schools as their base, using
music as a bridge. Through composing music works, teaching music tunes, publishing music collections and establishing
music societies, they carried out various music activities, which had a positive impact on the music education in girls’ schools.
By sorting out the historical context of music activities in girls’ schools, this paper explores the historical reasons for their
occurrence and development, reveals the historical development laws and the important role they played in the transformation
of modern Chinese women’s ideological concepts.
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