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Returning to Existenz Itself: An Educational-Philosophical Interpretation of Karl Jaspers’
What is Education

Yunshuo Yang Shuzhen Chen

Department of European Languages and Literatures, Xiamen University, Xiamen, Fujian, 361005, China

Abstract: Against the backdrop where technological rationality profoundly influences the contemporary educational
ecosystem, how to safeguard and manifest the humanistic dimension of education has become one of the core topics in
the philosophy of education. In his book What is Education, Karl Jaspers, from the perspective of existential philosophy,
constructs his educational-philosophical framework around the three major motifs of “the awakening of Existenz”, “existential
communication”, and “the transcendence of Existenz”. He elucidates that “existential communication”, with the inner “loving

struggle” at its core, constitutes the process of authentic education, and discusses the possibility of education as a transcendent

undertaking that guides individuals to touch upon “boundary situations” and advance towards “the Encompassing”.
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