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A Spatial Narrative Study of the South African Drama Panorama

Pan Xiang
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Abstract: This study, grounded in Henri Lefebvre’s spatial theory, examines the spatial narrative construction in the South

African play Panorama. Physical elements such as the sofa and Table Mountain painting in Karin’s apartment symbolize the

survival challenges under apartheid. The geographical contrast between Robben Island and Cape Town highlights the unfair

distribution of social resources. Psychological space is constructed through Karin’s memories, providing a spiritual anchor. Her

cognitive conflicts with Siby reveal the human contradictions within the white elite. In the social space, the relationships among

Siby, Grobelaar, and Karin form a power network of “oppression, execution, and collusion”, with spatial details revealing the

cultural discipline imposed by the system. The interweaving of these three spaces critiques institutional violence and suggests

the potential for diverse dialogues. This study offers a new perspective on the spatial narrative in South African drama.
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