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The Ethical Dimensions of Transracial Adoption Under the Narrative Perspective: A Study
Centered on Little Fires Everywhere

Xiao Min

School of Foreign Language, South China University of Technology, China Guangdong Guangzhou 510000

Abstract: Celeste Ng’s 2017 novel, Little Fires Everywhere, reveals the complexity and conflicts of the ethical identities of
different ethnic groups in the context of America through the use of narrative perspectives, The adoption case of a Chinese-
American baby girl, as the core ethical event of the novel, reveals the tension between blood ties, culture, and law, and exposes
the ethical biases and blind spots of power under ethical stances through the interweaving of multiple perspectives. This paper
analyzes from three aspects: the authority of the omniscient perspective, the limitations of the limited perspective, and the
ethical guidance of perspective shifts. By integrating the knowledge of literary ethics, it will explore the ethical significance
of the novel’s adoption of specific perspectives and perspective shifts, and interpret how the narrator helps its readers make
ethical reflections and choices when facing sensitive ethical topics.It’s believed in the context of global immigration, the
literary narration of the case deeply reflects the author’s ethical concern for the human predicaments such as immigration
issues, cross-ethnic adoption issues, and class issues in contemporary American society.
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