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International Comparison and Local Reconstruction of University English Teachers'
Professional Competence from a Standards—based Perspective
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Abstract: By comparatively analyzing mainstream domestic and international standards for teachers' professional competence,
this study focuses on English teachers in Chinese universities and explores the implications of international standards for their
cultivation. The research finds that mainstream international standards emphasize the synergistic development of educator
competence, subject competence, pedagogical competence, research competence, digital literacy, and learning competence,
which aligns with the cultivation goals for English teachers in Chinese higher education. However, existing Chinese standards
still exhibit structural contradictions, including regional developmental imbalances, an imperfect evaluation system, and
the absence of specific professional competence requirements. Based on comparative international experiences, the study
proposes recommendations such as strengthening top-level design to improve the evaluation system, clarifying digital literacy
requirements, promoting interdisciplinary integration, and fostering cultural confidence. These suggestions aim to provide
theoretical references and practical guidance for the development of professional competence among English teachers in
Chinese universities.
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