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A Study of Authentic and Inauthentic Existence in Coriolanus
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Abstract: Grounding itself in Martin Heidegger's existential analysis of Dasein (Being-there)—particularly the ontological
tension between authenticity and inauthenticity—this paper examines the dialectic of "Self" versus "Other" / "the They" in
Shakespeare's Coriolanus. The protagonist Coriolanus rigidly adheres to his individualized ethics, rejecting all intervention of
Others' emotions, value judgments, and public opinion. His extreme pursuit of authenticity culminates in exile and destruction,
exposing the isolation and cost of authentic existence. Conversely, the Roman public—manipulated by tribunes—submerges
into the anonymity of "the They," dissolving individual agency and obscuring truth, thus embodying inauthenticity's leveling
effect and groundlessness. By analyzing these opposing modes of being and their conflict between Coriolanus and the Roman
public, this study reveals how Coriolanus dramatizes the inherent paradoxes within Heideggerian authentic and inauthentic
existence.
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