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From Cultural Preservation to Community Building: Exploring the Pathways of Social Work
Intervention in Revitalising Ancestral Hall Spaces in Rural Areas Across the Strait

Liu Tao
Sanya University, China Hainan Sanya 572000

Abstract: Under the dual context of the rural revitalisation strategy and the construction of a culturally strong nation,
ancestral hall culture, as an important carrier of traditional ethics, social governance, and cultural identity, holds special value
in reshaping rural community development. This study is based on differentiated practice contexts in Guangdong, Hainan,
and Taiwan, and uses a multiple case comparative analysis method to explore three pathways for social work intervention
in the protection of ancestral hall culture: firstly, activating community endogenous motivation through ancestral halls as
spatial media, promoting resident participation via cultural ritual reconstruction and community education projects; secondly,
promoting the functional transformation of ancestral halls, integrating the multidimensional values of "historical memory—
emotional connection—social governance" to support rural community building; thirdly, relying on ancestral hall cultural
symbols to establish cross-strait cultural exchange mechanisms, enhancing the recognition of shared cultural origins and
promoting community inclusion. The study finds that professional social work methods can effectively bridge traditional
ancestral hall culture with modern community development needs, demonstrating significant practical effectiveness in cultural
capital transformation, community identity cultivation, and cross-regional cultural dialogue. This study provides a theoretical
reference for social work participation in the innovative development of traditional culture, and also injects new ideas into
cross-strait cultural collaborative governance under the rural revitalisation strategy.
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