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How Students Use and Adapt Study Spaces to Meet Their Needs: A Case Study of the
Melbourne School of Design
Lu Yingxi

The University of Melbourne School of Architecture and Planning, Australia Victoria Melbourne 3010

Abstract: This study explores how students utilize and adapt three learning spaces within the School of Design at the
University of Melbourne: the Ground Floor Library, the Level 1 Open Learning Area, and the Computer Laboratory. A case
study approach was adopted, combining observational methods and short questionnaires. The results indicate that students
rearrange furniture, manage their personal space through seat selection, and use the Computer Laboratory as a learning space
in ways not originally intended by its design. These findings reveal how space and behavior interact with each other and
propose practical methods for improving learning environments. More broadly, this study demonstrates how evidence from
everyday usage can inform the design of flexible, student-centered spaces in higher education.

Keywords: Affordance theory; Proxemics; Duffy's typology; Learning spaces; Human environment relations
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*1. Which MSD space do you most often
use for study?

space?

Other:

communi

Other:

Computer Lab

*2. What is your main study activity in this

Individual study
Group discussion

Online work/class

*+3. Why do you prefer this space?
(Choose all that apply)

Good lighting
Helps me focus

Convenient for group
ication
Good study atmosphere

Easy access to pow:
outlets/charging

* 4. My focus level in this space is:

* 5. This space meets my study needs:

* 6. The distance between me and other
students here feels comfortable.

Low noise (quiet environment) .

7. What would you like to improve in this
study space? (optional)

Comfortable furniture and spacious Submit

frwwwwixen

B 7 R E A

SPIHIEIROER P 07 AR IE BRI PRI LE AT o B
JoR T NATRAIANR R EH A BB WS TIE
HIBERNBOAT, UMY R

P& L . AT RIZ R 2 AR 3, RIEES 7
ANRIRE, R EIE U, AR pr i B AT HGRIRIRL [R]
B N ARIFRIZS 8] PR L SiEED . BRATE AR
FITFTORICR; . TR APRERESRTIE DL hdtid
o FE—BRRRIVEIRR, $EREERT T 307 9Bk A
& UK. EMOTIEREE T OMERERT, R EE
SrRiRlES H S ARk (E7) o

3.4 HIESH
{H FRER PSS IREEEE, DUR R AR RITRI

e REIFHGRIRIE LR, DARAI DL IRIEBRTEL .
Ml TR P AR B E D TR, T
S S Gl e[
ARIEXE

PG HEEEAMBEN. EaE 7 DRERRR,
REWDAIRIER, A FEBAY MERER.
TEBIEZE5E, W& T RGN, BRZIEEN
AT “ASHERAR” MR, RAFJLoem . M
T REESS, DO GITIHM Y £ fELikd, K
EWMEEB ARG TG BTG, DU

DTk
o TSRSy, A TR P RS A s Al e P
Ko DT R AR, S ERET T
MR E AT, (EATEGERD] ., B S G T (ETR
. SRR b, AR A
5 ZMEiTie
51 AP 5 &EEKE
RIBAE SR, WHREm g RE (£1) , 2

B A = A SIS A RIS TRy, IS 2 SIS
RIFIRE . ZEEACPLL R A2 B2 7 R B ]
Ko

R, LA SERZ=AATAE.
LIRS E IR 2L, REBECZVIFINAIZINGE
GETMATEFEE . XERE T A ARBIERE T
BRI RS (4.0) FIE S S TR KR
(4.0) .

TR XSRS E 2, HR/ N IE .
PR E SRR R, (BRADBNAA
EHBTEPEE] 2RI &R YT RS
(3.15) , BB TS T HRE D 2 AIhoR.

RN E TEAT A, REMA e
BT/ INAEE. U RS S = AR & A EE T

135



BEE5ZRER 2561

ISSN: 3082-8252(Print); 3082-8244(Online)

x®1AEER

28

TR A G ZEPiE —EFFhE 3K BN
69.23% — NSAFES]; 53.85% — /N
EHE SRR 100% — S AF>] ATTIR; 7.69% — L TAE / 1| 83.83% — DA 16.67% — /NS

IRiFIRIA (2% )

75% — MR 50% — FRARLT;
75% — HEITREE; 25% - %

30.77% — BEHALF; 15.38% — FH
BFTETE; 38.46% — BT/NA
HiE; 53.85% — FIGF T

33.33% — M 50% — BEAAET; 66.67%
- BETFIREE; 16.67% — FET/NAL
s 16.67% — S EIF; 33.33% — 75

SR 38.46% — FEMHARIE / 7h; |FEEARIE / ot 50% — FAEHE. 3
15.38% — R EAFIE . H 105 T
LA () 4.0 3.15 3.83
RS SITeR (GE) 4.0 3.46 3.67
PRESETIERE (M) 3.0 3.23 3.83
ey R R P AR B /| B0 2 1] oS il 98 22 P JBAJ B
. N ZS AR LB
KSR (3.83) RIETIEEE (3.83) (ITESM AN ]/) \\J
B XIS AR B R L TR SIX BT o
B R T — M. ° ~ ol o
J " N
RS, MREREFESEN=EURRABNITRY ® O of @O
Fert S B G TEAN AT, TR SR n® °me® °°
o o o0
1, BB 3 (AT RN L PR B 2 AR TR, iX 3 a
M TIRIER R EBIETE Y2, TPl ::f\ /m:
@ Occupied Seat O Empty seat [ social Bubble

KEMTEREE, B EhENTHEZR, B
BT R R RO 23 NEIC B O 2 A O 2 STHR B T 2 REAL O 30455
g

5.2 N\BREEES 5 EALIEHF

AR %% T4 T S A2 FIEERETER . B
KR ZENINARBE RIS, (EREEASTER R H
FFTEF RGBT BEIX 5, S8
Sy A AN A BE G Bt T T EZ.

BN = (ES8) , By mEnr T xils
GrEMABRE, oG FABRRIE (B9) . Kk
RERIT “H2S0m” , B AR S i T 847 —
to —MEMEBENEGIFRICAE 3 4. REZEAR
Vet AP AR, (B 7452 A i MRRATS BE G sk —H
WETAETIRE (B 10) o XFTAHERF, Y¥Ae5R
P S, NSRRI R TE SRR TR BE 2
Heo B BoR T AR BRI D A BRBEES, ROFELL
FARMY, MAER RIS, AR LTI R R,
B

136

i

-]
<
|

Bo-10 - BHFEIEF 3] ES (FEHBY, @AM

K52 )



BEE5ZARER 256

ISSN: 3082-8252(Print); 3082-8244(Online)

FERASE (1), BRI R T2 A 2SR
RUSBIRTE IZSAIEEA T NIRRT &
if, JRERIR: SRR SRR A — R BER A A 2 [AlfE
EREEE (& 12 MIE 13) o B2 AEEEEE
CEEAEANZEE DR E— AR N AZEW, i
KNty B E—R, ANEEREE T SRRt
B S A RERNBEAGE (& 14 M 15) o 1XE=H,
FEAZF RN NS A LT, Bk H2H A
BREEES RIS RTIE B RISENA, oA EMET R

Frmam Eratemn

B A g R AL A

e -
B12-13 B BT 9% (MEEBK, @3 MR )

[l

- o[l[fo

VT

Te .
I . “im e0cecegec 0000
=t 1 RN a—
\3 J‘ 2; 28 : - coo///
i

) I
¢ /

) ®  Occupied Seat

1 O Empty Seat
Social Bubble

I

B4 B 48 AL A

B15 BHAEs IR (AR, @3 AR )
RS Z, HERIWERERIESE, ABrREEE Rk

BEEROIER . FESEAEANRRHEE, E5REMKE
wEN, EREVENRERT . XS5ZAXAFHIIR
— B, TR T IR e BRI AnfarsB it
FEINFERHATA
5.3 IMEIE M IR
EIFHeESIX (B 16) , FEMMEREREFETHE
Ritk, SR ML IAH RWREEl, B LS
RIBNIFER . — 82/ NABIKE T R BEERIE AR DL S
1, imEHME T, KA EEE SR iR
TRESEIHLT, oK T 78 B AR AR A Al A
MATHEEFRIS ) IR, X BSE B T R fa]
K EFATEARME T AR, DISCHRAME . BORFEREA
ETIERE ., R0 TG b B A U 92 5] 2
T R A TR R A= o

H16 A F T RGEAEHAE
5.4 BN
TEEASIRH 1L St 1 2= BIR 75 T
B, APREEESfEREGnERREZOER, THZ

137



BEE5ZRER 2561

ISSN: 3082-8252(Print); 3082-8244(Online)

TR, BRI RGBS, (B AL (e
I ERINE e A2 I Rt L St ke
Z ik AR AT B TR E AR,

H, AEFFROESIR, AR IR RARE
T —AE &/ MATHERZI, RTB IR A S
TR, AT, RN, MR AETER LY
FeH IR A R 2510

RIS, SRR I SR At T
SRR AR . NBRETE R 5 RG0S
ke
6 5T R iE

ABFFAFAEL TR

AR ZEEMERAR, TTHEEkTe
ity % et

WRGUTE: BFEIUR A T AR S LA 1)
SAE I, RS SRS R, — 2
SHRBI TR ST e RS, XA T B Suss
SRty ERetE

RGN PR R % &
Wk, FLAITR RESE 4 R RN ST I RIS I R0
HEE. FIL, PRI REAETRRRNTER.

L) WGLHTFIAET, KRR REZ
BIRFERTIRIRL . R SIS (OB, X ATRERAN
HE AR ERTATE e

7 &h5iE
AHF U RIS AR gL, F55 T AR

AU SR KA SR BE N R A2 S 2= 8] WP oTeh
RER T ARz AR ETR . A E RS A,
SRIELERNLTE Ty IR E T/ NATE, BEEFER
B s TR = ERT E EAN TR 2 (R TP
BEALE P 5 NPREEE RO, 2 SREE AR,
M SHAEM A EREL, ANERERT. XENE
R —20 Ayt gt T B R AT BRI, DASCRAME .
EPIE AR

RS, SRS

J e A T

IR —ERE

138

BE B TR, (B EESls, BansEihE
REVEEGLIAIEE | #2525 BET 18 DL G N e i fek e
RO T AT | NPRETIE AR R B SL TR,
[FIlH05 Duffy fU28A12% | Hall fY23 0] 96 2580 Gibson 1Y
AL OAR) &

AR A O B R AR T SRR e 2 S 2 [k 1
BraEEL, HIRIE 725 L SCPR T ARG IR Y 75
O TR B R N AR SR Y2 ST 2[RI 2
SE K :

[1] Pinterest. (n.d.). MSD Building [Image]. Pinterest.
https://au.pinterest.com/pin/509329039089321584/.

[2] Google. (2025). Google Maps location of the
Melbourne School of Design [Map|. Google Maps. https://
www.google.com/maps.

[3] ArchDaily. (2015). Melbourne School of Design /
University of Melbourne / John Wardle Architects + NADAAA
[Image]. ArchDaily. https://www.archdaily.com/622708/
melbourne—school—of—design—university—of—melbourne—
john—wardle—architects—nadaaa/553822bfe58ece9tb6000057—
melbourne—school—of—design—university—of—melbourne—
john—wardle—architects—nadaaa—photo?next_project=no.

[4] Ellis, R. A., Goodyear, P. (2016). Models of learning
space: Integrating research on space, place and learning in higher
education. Review of Education, 4(2), 149 - 191. https://doi.
org/10.1002/rev3.3056.

[5] Gibson, J. J. (1979). The ecological approach to visual
perception. Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin.

[6] Duffy, F. (1997). The new office. London, UK:
Conran Octopus.

[7] Hall, E. T. (1966). The hidden dimension. Garden
City, NY: Doubleday.

[8] Matthews, K. E., Andrews, V., & Adams, P. (2011).
Social learning spaces and student engagement. Higher
Education Research & Development, 30(2), 105 - 120. https://
doi.org/10.1080/07294360.2010.512629.

[9] Jamieson, P., Fisher, K., Gilding, T., Taylor,
P. G., & Trevitt, A. C. F. (2000). Place and space in the
design of new learning environments. Higher Education

Research & Development, 19(2), 221 - 236. https://doi.



BEE5ZARER 256

ISSN: 3082-8252(Print); 3082-8244(Online)

org/10.1080/072943600445664.

[10]Byers, T., Imms, W., Hartnell-Young, E. (2018).
Affordances, architecture and the action possibilities of learning
environments: A critical review of the literature and future
directions. Buildings, 8(6), 96. https://doi.org/10.3390/
buildings8060096.

[11] Sommer, R. (1969). Personal space: The behavioral
basis of design. Englewood Clifts, NJ: Prentice—Hall.

[12] Temple, P. (2008). Learning spaces in higher education:
An under—researched topic. London Review of Education,
6(3), 229 - 241. https://doi.org/10.1080/14748460802489363.

[13] University of Melbourne. (n.d.). MSD library
[Image]. Learn Network. https://sites.research.unimelb.edu.
au/learn—network/news—and—events/built—pedagogy—and—
architectural—design.

[14] University of Melbourne. (n.d.). Design studios -
Open study area [Image|. Melbourne School of Design. https://
msd.unimelb.edu.au/explore/level—1/design—studios.

[15] University of Melbourne. (n.d.). Learning space -
Room 133 [Image]. Learning Spaces. https://learningspaces.
unimelb.edu.au/rooms/133/0/.

TR P (2000.12-), &, UK, HEREEER
TN, BERFRAE, BRI AETASZSAE RN
WF5e

B %

MR AREEES (EHE)

ABPL90322 Human
Environments Relations
Study Space Research:

MSD Building

Survey Description

It takes 2—3 minutes, is anonymous, and used
only for this course project.

Start answering

ABPL90322 Human
Environments
Relations
Study Space Research:
MSD Building

*1. Which MSD space do you most often

use for study?

Computer Lab

*2. What is your main study activity in this
space?

(] Individual study
(| Group discussion
(] Online work/class

Other:

*3. Why do you prefer this space?
(Choose all that apply)

[] Low noise (quiet environment)
[C] Good lighting
[C] Helps me focus

[C] Convenient for group
communication

["] Good study atmosphere

[C] Easy access to power
outlets/charging

[C] Comfortable furniture and spacious
desk

[[] other:
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*4. My focus level in this space is:
very low(1) very high(5)

] | | | |
1 2 3 4 5

*5. This space meets my study needs:
strongly disagree(1)  strongly agree(5)

] | | | |
1 2 3 4 5

* 6. The distance between me and other
students here feels comfortable.

strongly disagree(1)  strongly agree(5)

] | | | |
1 2 3 4 5

7. What would you like to improve in this
study space? (optional)
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