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Material Actors and Identity Construction in Position An Examination Based on Actor—

Network Theory
Li Qiuting, Zhang Ruogiang”
Jilin International Studies University, China Jilin Changchun 130000

Abstract: Annie Ernaux's autobiographical work Position portrays postwar France's underclass society. Its plain narrative
conceals profound dilemmas of social mobility. Bruno Latour's Actor-Network Theory (ANT) reimagines material elements—
cafés, work uniforms, language, food—often dismissed as mere backdrop or props in traditional literary criticism as non-
human actors with agency. It examines how these elements participate in the construction of subject identity. The material
world in Position is likewise not a passive symbol. Through continuous interaction with human actors, it forms complex
networks that both embody class materialization and serve as the root of identity crises. The father's social position is
determined not only by his economic capital but also manifests within a network of relationships composed of material
objects, symbols, and practices.
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