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A Review of Research on Yunnan's National-Level Intangible Cultural Heritage Folk
Literature Works

Lu Weili, Rao Min
International Business School, Chongqing Technology and Business University, China Chongqing 400067

Abstract: The article provides an overview of Yunnan's National-Level Intangible Cultural Heritage Folk Literature
Works. It examines the over 70-year research history of Yunnan's folk literature since the ethnic surveys of the 1950s,
dividing it into three main stages: rescue and recording, academic deepening, and intangible cultural heritage (ICH)
protection with living inheritance. As of the latest batch, Yunnan has 19 items included in the national-level ICH
representative projects under the folk literature category. These can be classified into four major types based on themes:
narrative long poems, creation epics, heroic epics, and folk songs & nursery rhymes. These works carry the historical
memory, cosmology, values, and aesthetic ideals of various ethnic groups, possessing extremely high literary, historical,
and cultural value. Research on Yunnan's folk literature as national-level ICH has formed a mature framework, yet it
faces challenges such as generational discontinuity in transmission, insufficient text standardization, and the need to
balance living protection with commercialization. In the future, efforts should focus on strengthening interdisciplinary
collaboration, cultivating young talent, and integrating digital humanities to achieve sustainable inheritance and global
dissemination.
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