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On the Correlation between the Design Thought of Postmodern Designer Michael Graves and
Chinese Wisdom of Creation

Nie Mengyuan
School of Art and Design, Wuhan University of Technology, China Hubei Wuhan 430000

Abstract: This paper explores the correlation between the design thought of postmodernist designer Michael Graves
and the traditional Chinese wisdom of creation. As a representative figure of postmodern architecture and product
design, Graves emphasizes humanism, historical metaphor, and decorative aesthetics, challenging the minimalist
functionalism of modernism. The Chinese wisdom of creation, rooted in philosophies such as "harmony between man
and nature" and "the mean," pursues the harmonious unity of function and aesthetics. Through comparative analysis,
it is found that there are profound correlations between the two in terms of humanistic care, historical reference, and
the balance of form and function. This correlation provides inspiration for contemporary design and promotes dialogue
between Eastern and Western design.
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