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Order, Transgression, and Representation:An Interpretation of ''Vomiting Imagery'' through
the Theory of Louis Marin

Song Ruru
School of Art and Humanities, Xi'an Academy of Fine Arts, China Shaanxi Xi'an 710000

Abstract: Drawing on Louis Marin's theoretical framework of order, transgression, and representation, this paper
examines the representational mechanisms and cross-cultural significance of vomiting as a marginal bodily act in
visual imagery. Situated at the intersection of physiological expulsion and psychological tension, vomiting has long
been treated in art history as a symbol of disrupted order and sensory discontrol, revealing the transgressive nature of
the body and the instability of visual and perceptual regimes. By employing Marin's concept of the representational
dispositif, this study conducts a systematic comparative analysis of representative images from both Eastern and Western
traditions, exploring the visual articulation and symbolic structures through which vomiting is rendered and interpreted.
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