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Abstract: Taking nursery rhymes from the Cantonese, Chaozhou-Shantou and Hakka regions as examples, this study
analyses the suitability of Guangdong nursery rhymes as materials for pre-school language education based on the
theory of whole-language education. The research found that nursery rhymes from these three regions possess the three
characteristics of wholeness, contextuality and subjectivity, which align closely with the principles of "wholeness,
authenticity and creativity" in whole-language education. Addressing current issues in nursery rhyme education—such
as the fragmentation of holistic approaches, detachment from context, and a lack of subjectivity—the study proposes
practical strategies including the multi-pronged construction of a nursery rhyme language education environment, the
expansion of "home-school-community" collaboration, and the effective use of digital technology. These strategies
provide a theoretical basis and operational pathways for the application of dialect nursery rhymes in pre-school
education.
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