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Abstract: The Shang dynasty bronze ding unearthed in 1939 from Wu'guan Village, Anyang, Henan, was inscribed
with characters deciphered in 1946 as "Si Mu Wu." This name has been officially used for over eighty years, triggering
prolonged academic debate. The central dispute lies in whether the first character should be read as "Si" or "Hou,"

and in the conventional segmentation of the inscription into "Mu Wu," which has led to a misinterpretation of the
g p p

vessel's cultural and historical meaning. This paper applies an interdisciplinary methodology—integrating paleography,
dialectology, exegesis, and philology—to conduct a comprehensive analysis of the full inscription. It clarifies the
etymological relationship between "Si" and "Hou," reinterprets the relevant characters, and proposes a revised name that
aligns with both linguistic origins and historical context.
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