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From Hua Yan's '""Ducks Bathing in Peach Blossom Stream'' to See the Flower—and-Bird
Paintings of the Bathing Fowls Theme by Literati in the Middle Qing Dynasty

Han Yimei

School of Art, Anhui University of Finance and Economics, China Anhui Bengbu 233000

Abstract: During the Qing Dynasty, the market for calligraphy and painting flourished, and the aesthetic tastes of
scholars and commoners merged. As a result, the genre of scholar-paintings featuring bathing fowls, which were
characterized by bright colors and a strong sense of life, became very popular and became a well-known classic
subject. Hua Yan, a representative scholar-painter of this genre in the Qing Dynasty, proposed the aesthetic concept of
"leaving the impurities", developed the small freehand style of painting birds and beasts, and promoted the diversified
development of scholar-painting of flowers and birds. He thus became a key figure in the transition of scholar-painting
of flowers and birds in the Qing Dynasty. "The Ducks Bathing in the Peach Blossom Pond" is a representative work of
the genre of bathing fowls by Hua Yan in his mature artistic period. It showcases the artistic connotation of scholar-
painting of flowers and birds that is leisurely, wild, pure and free, which is deeply interwoven with his "leaving the
impurities" ideology. At the same time, it contains multiple cultural metaphors and is a classic case of the successful
combination of scholars' ideals, secular interests and individualized artistic language in the middle of the Qing Dynasty.

Keywords: Hua Yan; "Bathing Ducks at Peach Pond"; Flower-and-bird paintings by scholars of the Qing Dynasty;
Bathing birds
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