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A Comparative Study of Cultural Element Representation in Chinese Learner's
Dictionaries: A Case Study of "A Contemporary Chinese Learner's Dictionary' and "A
New Practical Dictionary for Students"
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Ludong University, China Shandong Yantai 264025
Abstract: Chinese learner's dictionaries are important tools for cultural inheritance and the international dissemination

of the Chinese language. The way they present cultural elements, to a certain extent, influences language learners'
understanding and application of Chinese culture. This paper takes "A Contemporary Chinese Learner's Dictionary"
(hereinafter referred to as "Contemporary") compiled in China and "A New Practical Dictionary for Students"(hereinafter
referred to as "New Practical") compiled in Singapore as research objects. After clarifying the definitions and
classifications of cultural words, words with cultural senses, and cultural paralexes, this paper systematically compares
the major differences in the representation of cultural elements between the two dictionaries from these three aspects,
analyzes the underlying causes, and finally proposes suggestions for optimization. The findings show that both
dictionaries are based on the core culture of the Han Chinese ethnicity and strictly select cultural elements. However,
they differ significantly in the breadth, depth, and perspective of representation: "Contemporary" emphasizes practicality
through native-language etymology tracing, constructing a systematic cultural vocabulary framework, with 1,073
cultural words identified; "New Practical" focuses on cross-cultural adaptability and universality, better aligning with the
cognitive needs of learners outside mainland China, with 1,565 cultural words identified. Through a comparative analysis
of the similarities and differences in the representation of cultural elements in the two dictionaries, this paper provides a
reference for the compilation of Chinese learner's dictionaries and the dissemination of Chinese culture.
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