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Beautified Martyrdom: The Suicide Writing in Yukio Mishima's Patriotism and a Dialogue
with Durkheim's Theory

Zhang Wenduo

School of Literature, Northeast Normal University, China Jilin Changchun 130022

Abstract: This paper draws upon Durkheim's typology of suicide to analyze the suicide writing of Lieutenant Takeyama
and his wife Reiko in Yukio Mishima's Patriotism. The study finds that their suicides possess the dual attributes of
both altruistic and fatalistic suicide, exhibiting heterogeneity while forming a dialectical unity within the narrative; the
aesthetic construction of the text breaks through the boundaries of Durkheim's sociological interpretation, yet generates
ideological distortion due to its extreme cultural defense stance. This study offers a sociological perspective for
interpreting Patriotism, and also reveals the manipulative logic through which excessive social integration and excessive
moral regulation operate upon individual life under militaristic ideology.
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