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Comparative Analysis of Social Structural Changes and Living Conditions Among the Yi
People and the Irish Population

Chen Meiqi

Southwest Minzu University, China Sichuan Chengdu 610000

Abstract: The Yi people and the Irish belong to distinct Eurasian civilizational spheres and have historically maintained
hierarchical social structures, with the living conditions of lower-class groups profoundly shaped by institutional,
colonial, and cultural factors. This study traces social structural transformations by comparing the hierarchical
frameworks and kinship-based organizational patterns of their traditional societies, examining the deconstruction and
reconstruction of social structures under external shocks since modern times. It focuses on analyzing similarities and
differences in the living conditions of lower-class groups regarding economic resource access, protection of personal
rights, and cultural identity. The research reveals that both groups faced class rigidity, resource scarcity, and cultural
oppression; however, the Yi society achieved institutional breakthroughs following democratic reforms, while the Irish
accomplished class mobility and identity reshaping during their colonial and post-independence periods.
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