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A Comparison of Oriental Writing in Around the World in Eighty Days and The Mystery
of Edwin Drood

Guo Chunrong

Yunnan Normal University, China Yunnan Kunming 650500

Abstract: Taking Edward Said's theory of Orientalism as the primary analytical lens, this paper compares the
narrative constructions centering on China, opium and the "Orient" in Jules Verne's Around the World in Eighty Days
and Charles Dickens' The Mystery of Edwin Drood. The study argues that the two works do not merely embody a
binary contrast between French "spectatorship” and British "involvement"; instead, they formulate two interrelated
modes of Orientalism shaped by their respective imperial standings. Verne scenicizes port spaces including Hong
Kong and Shanghai, integrating China into a narrative framework of global travel and technological modernity. By
juxtaposing London opium dens, Chinese opium addicts, Indian lascars and Oriental phantasmagoria, Dickens frames
the opium crisis as a moral contamination emanating from a generalized pan-Orient. Their divergences reflect distinct
configurations of colonial experience, commercial interests and social anxieties in Britain and France, while their
shared core lies in centering Western mobility, the Western gaze and Western interpretive authority, erasing the inherent
historical complexities of Eastern societies.
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