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Family History, Postmemory, and Cross—Cultural Visibility: The Political Body and Stage
Narrative in The Sparkle of a Black River

Pan Jiayi

The Central Academy of Drama, China Beijing 102200

Abstract: This article takes the solo performance The Sparkle of a Black River as its object of study and examines how
it presents state violence, gender discipline, and the politics of memory in the history of Chile's military dictatorship
through family-history narration, bodily performance, and cross-cultural circulation. The heroine's admiration for her
military grandfather originates from the militarized state's shaping of subject identity, while the discovery of women’s
letters exposes suppressed testimonies of violence and transforms intergenerational trauma into visible embodied
experience. Meanwhile, political symbols such as Salvador Allende, Augusto Pinochet, and left-wing songs encounter
a rupture of recognition in the Beijing theatre context, turning postmemory into a "suspended postmemory" deprived of
its communal foundation. The play not only reveals the violent homology between family and state, but also exposes the
unequal visibility of history within global memory politics.

Keywords: The Sparkle of a Black River; Postmemory; Political body; Cross-cultural memory
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