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A Critical Metaphor Analysis of Online Circle Polarization by Xinjiang—Related Opinion
Leaders on Western Social Media Platforms
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Abstract: This study focuses on Xinjiang-related discourse on Western social media, using critical metaphor analysis
and thematic analysis to reveal how opinion leaders manipulate public opinion and promote circle polarization through
metaphors. It summarizes three core themes and provides references for Xinjiang-related international communication
countermeasures.
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ffil—: "China committed" cultural genocide "because

it renovated the old district in Kashgar, #Xinjiang" uUsS
propaganda.No, clowns. China rebuilt crumbling homes and
upgraded them with modern amenities, all the while preserving
the historic and cultural values of #Uyghurs.

Bl—rb, LA TR AR LS A Rt
FIRSEG T EB—RLL IRIRITA” TR, K E

WEAHIE s X — R A TRRIEA BFRIE, JEE “IR9EfT
A-HHEEHSRSOE” X FR. HEKFRIHLL “China
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{51—: Why do these snakes and rats "care" about the
Uyghurs in Xinjiang? See, this is their despicable purpose.
What they want is money from netizens who really care about
Uyghurs but don't know the truth. DO NOT FOOLED BY
THOSE disgusting villains.
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BI=: In the 1990s, the CIA's Graham Fuller wrote a
paper called the "#Xinjiang Problem." In his paper he explained
the US plan to stoke separatism among Uyghurs to destabilize
and contain China. Graham and the CIA disinformation team
refer to it as "playing the #Uyghur card."

fP0: Chinese police brutally beat a #Uyghur man,
handcuffed & defenseless. This harrowing incident is a stark
reminder of the ongoing #UyghurGenocide, urging the world
to address the atrocities inflicted on this oppressed community.
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