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An Analysis of Huang Tingjian's Calligraphic Concepts from the Perspective of Neo—
Confucianism in the Song Dynasty

Xu Feng

Nanchong Vocational and Technical College, China Sichuan Nanchong 637131

Abstract: After several vicissitudes, Confucianism in China gradually evolved into a philosophical trend of thought
in the Song Dynasty marked by elaborating the philosophical connotations of Confucian classics. Centered on the
"learning of mind and nature", it eventually developed into Neo-Confucianism, exerting far-reaching influence on later
generations. As a representative calligrapher and poet of the Song Dynasty, Huang Tingjian's theories of both calligraphy
and poetry were profoundly shaped by this ideological trend. Distinct from traditional Confucianism, Neo-Confucianism
boasts unique ideological connotations. In an inclusive manner, it assimilates the essences of Confucianism, Buddhism
and Taoism to form an integrated ideological system. This paper attempts to trace the imprints left by Neo-Confucianism
on Huang Tingjian through an account of his life experience, so as to gain a more comprehensive understanding of the
tension between his "learning of mind" and calligraphic theories embodied in his calligraphic works.
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