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Revisiting the Victorian Era: A Comparative Study of The French Lieutenant's Woman
and Possession

Yu Yue
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Abstract: As an important literary genre emerging in the second half of the 20th century, neo-Victorian fiction is
committed to re-examining and recreating the Victorian Age against contemporary contexts. John Fowles' The French
Lieutenant's Woman and A. S. Byatt's Possession rank among the most exemplary works of neo-Victorian fiction. Byatt
has explicitly acknowledged that she drew creative inspiration for writing Possession from The French Lieutenant's
Woman. This paper carries out a comparative analysis of the two novels from three dimensions: narrative strategies,

characterization and the evolution of historical outlooks. It further explores how neo-Victorian fiction shifts from

postmodern deconstruction toward in-depth dialogue with history.
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