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The Truth Behind the Collective Flop of Feminist Chinese Films, TV Dramas, and Variety
Shows and the Way Out—An Analysis Based on the Law of Diminishing Marginal Utility in
Communication

Zhou Yi

Guangxi Normal University, China Guangxi Guilin 541006

Abstract: Against the backdrop of a thriving film and television industry and the rising tide of feminism, feminist-
themed films, TV dramas, and variety shows have emerged in rapid succession. However, after the brief prosperity
of female-centric narratives in Ode to Joy, feminist storytelling in audiovisual media has increasingly cooled off.
Homogenized production has severely solidified the genre of feminist series, while feminist variety shows continuously
employ consumerism to dilute the cultural symbols of feminism. This study aims to apply the law of diminishing
marginal utility from microeconomics to explain the truth behind the resounding flop of pseudo-feminist productions
that treat feminism as their main selling point, and to chart a future development path for genuinely original feminist
films, TV dramas, and variety shows.
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