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A Study on the Differences in Narrative Perspectives and Character Tragic Elements between
Novels and Films — Taking Yu Hua's "'Living'' as an Example

Song Yaping

Xi'an Peihua University, China Shaanxi Xi'an 710125

Abstract: Yu Hua's novel "Living" uses a dual narrative perspective to create a cold and profound narrative of life,
profoundly highlighting the tragic core of fate and suffering. Zhang Yimou's adapted film conforms to the characteristics
of visual expression, reconstructs the narrative perspective and character images, reduces the color of suffering, and
focuses on highlighting the connotations of the era. Currently, the academic community mostly studies the advantages
and disadvantages of its adaptation and the differences in themes, but there are few studies on the correlation and
contrast between the narrative perspective and the tragic nature of the characters. The depth and systematicness of the
research are relatively weak. This article combines text study and image analysis to compare the differences in narrative
perspective, tragic connotations, and character portrayal between the two. It clarifies the artistic distinctions between
literary narrative and film narrative, explores the aesthetic tendencies in film adaptation, and examines the era thoughts
and creative choices behind the work.
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