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Architectural and decorative evidence for strengthening the sense of community among the
Chinese nation — A case study of the '"Three Fish Sharing the Head'' motif among the Miao,
Dong, and Shui ethnic groups in the Duliu River Basin

Zhao Wenjin

Preparatory Education College, Qiannan Normal University, China Guizhou Qiannan Prefecture 558000

Abstract: As an important component of the Xijiang River system within the Pearl River Basin, the Duliu River
originates in Dushan County, Guizhou Province, and has numerous tributaries distributed across regions such as
Qiandongnan in Guizhou and Liuzhou in Guangxi. In a narrow sense, the Duliu River refers to the river system located
within Guizhou Province, composed of the main stem of the Duliu River and several larger tributaries; beyond its
natural environment, this region also boasts profound cultural and historical heritage as well as diverse ethnic cultures.
Ethnic minorities such as the Miao, Dong, and Shui peoples extensively incorporate fish motifs in their traditional
attire. Although these patterns originate from the same cultural background, their distinct processing techniques and
cultural customs give rise to significant variations among them, prominently exhibiting the characteristic of "shared
origin but divergent flows." This paper employs Panofsky's iconographic method to interpret the "Three Fish Sharing
a Head Motif" of the Dong people and analyzes its relationship with the Chinese model of social pluralism under a
unified framework. Through an examination of the evolution processes of these three fish motifs, this study explores
their role in the formation of the ecological-cultural community within the Duliu River Basin. The discussion unfolds
from three perspectives: "ecological symbiosis," "technological inheritance," and "interplay of meanings," elaborating
on how these decorative motifs undergo cross-ethnic circulation within a multi-ethnic society and gain acceptance
and recognition among different ethnic groups. This article provides a micro-level case study that contributes to a
deeper understanding of "strengthening the sense of community for the Chinese nation" and offers insights into how to
investigate the underlying causes behind surface phenomena.

Keywords: Duliu River Basin; Fish patterns; Three fish sharing a head; Strengthening the sense of community for the
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	铸牢中华民族共同体意识的纹样物证——以都柳江流域 苗侗水三族“三鱼共首”纹为例

