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Identity, Subjectivity, and Unfinished Struggles: Analysis of Afferlives from a Postcolonial
Feminist Perspective

Lan Chaoqiang
China University of Mining And Technology, China Jiangsu Xuzhou 221000

Abstract: This study uses a postcolonial feminist lens to examine Abdulrazak Gurnah's novel Afer/ives, and it focuses
on the survival problems of African women under the dual oppression of colonialism and patriarchy. Through these
two colonized female characters—Asha and Afiya, we can see the analysis unfolds across three dimensions: identity
formation, subjective agency, and resistance outcomes. In identity-wise, Asha’s commodified marriage shows the
female body as a transactional tool between colonial economics and patriarchal structures. On the other hand, Afiya
reclaims erased cultural memory through knowledge acquisition and the act of naming. Women challenge oppression
via covert resistance (e.g., preserving familial dignity) and overt rebellion (e.g., autonomous marriage), and it subverts
colonial stereotypes of "passive ignorance." But in the same time, their economic dependency exposes the limitations
of their independence in such societies. As for resistance outcomes, Asha’s death shows the intractability of structural
violence, and Afiya's "success" masks the intergenerational transmission of colonial trauma, so it shows the complexity
of resistance within intersectional oppression. By paying attention to gender in Affer/ives, this research addresses the
neglect of female narratives in Gurnah's work and critiques the unresolved contradictions in postcolonial liberation.
Also, It argues that individual resistance remains insufficient without dismantling the institutionalized collusion of
colonialism and patriarchy.
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