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Identity Construction in Liminal Space: Progress and Limitations in the Acquisition of
Educational Rights by Minorities in Oates's Works
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Abstract: In 7he Tattooed Girl and My Life as a Rat, Joyce Carol Oates not only appeals to the return of humanistic
concern and attention to the otherness of minorities, but also takes the right to education as a core thread to reveal the
complex process of minority identity construction within liminal space. Using Homi Bhabha's theory of liminal space as
an analytical framework, and combining it with the historical evolution of minority educational and employment rights
in the United States, this paper examines the phased progress and structural limitations in the acquisition of educational
rights by minorities in Oates's works. It finds that Oates presents both the achievements of minorities in breaking
through educational segregation and gaining occupational choice, and the persistent constraints imposed by hidden
racial discrimination, economic differentiation, and institutional exclusion on the substantive realization of educational
rights. The acquisition of educational rights and employment equity are mutually conditional and jointly constitute the
core dimension of minority identity construction. Oates's literary writing serves not only as a diagnosis of America's
social ills but also as a mirror of universal significance for the balanced development of education and the advancement
of human rights in multiethnic countries.
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