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Community—Building Narrative in Mountain Forests: Multi—ethnic Literary and Artistic
Practices, Cultural Mobilization and Historical Enlightenment of the Northeast Anti—Japanese
United Army

Guo Jinfeng
School of Marxism, Shenyang University of Engineering, China Liaoning Shenyang 110136

Abstract: The multi-ethnic literature and art of the Northeast Anti-Japanese United Army constitutes an important
cultural example of people of all ethnic groups in the borderlands jointly resisting aggression under the leadership of
the Communist Party of China. During the 14-year War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression, the Northeast Anti-
Japanese United Army developed multi-ethnic literary and artistic practices mainly in the forms of ballads, slogans,
leaflets and oral preaching. As cultural activities jointly created, translated and spread by soldiers and ordinary people
of various ethnic groups, they gave rise to a unique community-building narrative rooted in mountain-forest battlefields.
Based on historical materials of the Northeast Anti-Japanese United Army’s literature and art, this paper sorts out the
generating conditions and practical forms of multi-ethnic literary and artistic practices under guerrilla conditions; it
analyzes the logic of cultural mobilization during the War of Resistance and interprets the construction process of
community-building narrative. Against the realistic background of forging a strong sense of community for the Chinese
nation, this paper summarizes historical enlightenment from the perspectives of heritage preservation, ideological-
political teaching, living-state inheritance, and ethnic-unity construction.
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