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Localizing the Global: The Cultural Reproduction of International Ballroom Dance in
China's Higher Education System

Wang Xingluan, Wang Tao, Ni Pengcheng
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Abstract: This study investigates the localization trajectory of ballroom dance within China's higher education system.
Drawing on Bourdieu's theory of cultural capital and symbolic violence, the research examines how an imported
entertainment form becomes institutionalized and legitimized as academic knowledge. Through policy analysis,
curriculum review, and field data collected from universities across Eastern, Central, and Western China, the study
identifies three institutional mechanisms that facilitate this transformation: curriculum standardization, integration of
Chinese cultural elements, and competition-based legitimization. Findings reveal both the cultural negotiation involved
in legitimizing foreign art forms and the structural disparities that limit equitable access to dance education across
regions. This study contributes to the understanding of cultural reproduction in non-Western education contexts and
offers implications for diversifying dance education and enhancing cultural inclusivity in China's higher education
system.
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