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The Inheritance of Funeral Songs and Dances of the Yi People in Xinping, Yunnan, and the
Construction of Cultural Identity in the Border Areas of China — Focusing on the Mopihua
Drum Dance

Yang Juan, Liu Siqi, Zhao Jiangyun"

Yuxi Normal University, China Yunnan Yuxi 653100

Abstract: This paper focuses on the cultural and historical significance of the funerary songs and dances of the Yi
people in Xinping, portraying the original sacred nature behind today's media entertainment and commercialization,
while embedding a core spirit of Chinese traditional cultural identity. Based on field research, it takes the Mopi Flower
Drum Dance in Pingdian Township, Xinping, as a key case study, tracing its historical origins and explaining its
meaning: the Mopi Flower Drum Dance, with its unique style of holding weapons and reenacting battle scenes, carries
the collective historical memory of the Yi ancestors' migration, pioneering efforts, and defense of their homes and clans.
Its performance venues have also evolved from rituals and funerals to festival celebrations and even cultural tourism
promotion. The "Creation Ancient Song" it features embodies the narrative of the creation of the world, along with
ancestor worship and life-and-death views of honoring the deceased, which share roots and structural similarities with
outstanding Chinese traditional culture. On this basis, this paper links it to the reinforcement of national unity in border
regions, analyzing how funerary songs and dances consolidate clan identity and integrate collective memory, thereby
creating an internal consistency in recognizing and embracing Chinese traditional culture.
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