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The Dissemination of Chinese Popular Culture in North America

Zhang Boyang

Chonnam National University, South Korea Gwangju 61186

Abstract: As an important component of Chinese civilization, Chinese popular culture has gradually moved beyond
national borders with the acceleration of globalization and has become an important force in international cultural
exchange. As a core region of global cultural convergence, North America is not only an important market for Chinese
products and capital but also a frontline for the dissemination, collision, and integration of Chinese culture. Chinese
popular culture encompasses diverse content, including Chinese cuisine, kung fu, film and television, music, internet
culture, and clothing. These elements have entered North America through channels such as immigration, media, the
internet, and cultural activities. This paper focuses on the dissemination process of Chinese popular culture in North
America, reviewing its initial spread facilitated by Chinese laborers, Chinatowns, and Chinese cuisine, and then the rise
of modern Chinese-language cinema and emerging platforms such as TikTok. The article pays particular attention to the
political environment and cultural attitudes underlying this dissemination, as well as its acceptance by mainstream North
American society. At the same time, it considers the future trajectory of the dissemination of Chinese popular culture in
North America.
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