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Application of the PEST Integrated Analysis Model in Reflective Research on Education
Policy — Thoughts on Enhancing Policy Research Skills of Doctoral Students in Education
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Abstract: The fundamental method of education policy research is policy text analysis. When doctoral students in
education face complex education policy research with long vertical spans and broad horizontal coverage, most struggle
to effectively apply policy text analysis. Engaging with policy texts often feels like being in a "maze," usually limiting
them to just organizing and comparing texts without delving into reflective research on education policy. Through the
analysis of education policy research cases by doctoral students, it was found that in-depth reflective research requires
shifting from a single policy text analysis approach to the PEST integrated analysis model, which provides a bird's-
eye view. This addresses the difficulty education doctoral students face in stepping back from micro perspectives for
reflective research, thereby enhancing their policy insight and research reflection skills.
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