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Mechanisms and Enhancement Pathways of Zhejiang—ASEAN Digital Economic and Trade
Cooperation under the RCEP Framework
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Abstract: Under the dual background of regional economic integration and accelerated development of global digital
trade, RCEP provides important institutional support for digital economic and trade cooperation in the Asia-Pacific
region, and has also become the core starting point for the upgrading of economic and trade cooperation between China
and ASEAN. As a strong province of digital economy and foreign trade development, Zhejiang is highly complementary
to ASEAN in terms of market demand, industrial structure and digital ecology. Bilateral digital economic and trade
cooperation has entered a critical stage of quality improvement and upgrading. Based on the RCEP digital trade rule
system, this paper sorts out the cooperation basis from the three dimensions of institutional environment, industrial
foundation and market power, systematically explains the four core mechanisms of rule empowerment, industrial chain
empowerment, platform empowerment and data empowerment, and reveals the current cooperation. There are practical
problems such as insufficient landing of rules, low structural level, weak adaptability of small and medium-sized
enterprises, poor data circulation, and imperfect service system. The research shows that in order to deepen the digital
economic and trade cooperation between Zhejiang and ASEAN, we should make efforts in five directions : rule docking
and coordination, industrial structure upgrading, main body ability cultivation, data factor empowerment and security
system construction, so as to promote cooperation to expand to higher quality, deeper level and wider field. The research
in this paper can not only provide practical reference for Zhejiang to expand its digital economic and trade cooperation
with ASEAN, but also provide reference for domestic similar regions to dock regional economic and trade rules and
promote the innovative development of foreign trade.

Keywords: RCEP; Digital economy and trade; Zhejiang—ASEAN cooperation; Industrial chain upgrading; Data
elements; SMEs
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