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The Change of China’s Civil Nuclear Power Policy — Based on the Analysis of the Intermittent-
balance Model and the Perspective of Public Cognition

Yuxuan Xu
School of International and Public Affairs, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai, 200240, China

Abstract: This paper selects and analyzes the evolution process of China’s civil nuclear power policy over the past 30
years, and finds that it mainly presents a law of gradual and sudden alternation, and the issuance of breakthrough policies
mostly originated from the occurrence of major nuclear accidents on a global scale at that time. Therefore, the paper uses
the intermittent equilibrium model to analyze the policy process, and analyzes the public’s choices during the two different

periods of gradual and sudden changes based on the perspectives of interest cognition and risk cognition. Finally, based on

this, suggestions are proposed for the general direction of future policy development.
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