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Research on the IP-based Development Path of Dongguan Industrial Heritage from the
Perspective of Digital Humanities

Chen Jiacheng, Xie Yaqian, Liu Yingying
Dongguan City University, China Guangdong Dongguan 523000

Abstract: Relying on the national cultural heritage protection and urban renewal policies, digital humanities technology
supports the transformation of industrial heritage from static protection to dynamic activation, and IP-based development
serves as the core means to activate its cultural and economic values. As a famous manufacturing city that rose against the
backdrop of China's reform and opening-up, Dongguan bears the transformation memory from "processing with supplied
materials, samples, components and compensation trade" (sanlai yibu) and "world factory" to an innovative renowned city.
At present, the IP-based development of Dongguan's industrial heritage is confronted with dilemmas such as insufficient
exploration of cultural symbols, separation between technology and content, and inadequate commercial operation and
transformation capabilities. From the perspective of digital humanities, this paper sorts out the resource characteristics and
current development status of Dongguan's industrial heritage, summarizes three core cultural symbols covering material,
spiritual and temporal dimensions, and proposes IP development paths from three aspects: constructing a unified cultural
narrative and IP image, empowering with digital humanities technology, as well as diversified collaborative operation and
improved commercial transformation. The research aims to facilitate Dongguan's transformation from a "Manufacturing
City" to a "Cultural City", and provide reference for the activation and utilization of industrial heritage in other similar
manufacturing cities across China.

Keywords: Digital humanities; Dongguan industrial heritage; IP-based development; Revitalization and utilization
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