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Research on Emotional Communication in Reading Club Communities from the Perspective

of Interactive Ritual Chain

Xin Xie

Beijing Institute of Graphic Communication, Beijing, 102600, China

Abstract: This paper adopts the theory of interactive ritual chain as the analytical framework and uses the research method

of online ethnography to explore the mechanism and characteristics of emotional communication in book club communities.

The study focuses on the Q reading club, a frontline reading community in Chongqing. Through participatory observation

and in-depth interviews with its members, it reveals how the reading club serves as an emotional community, promoting

emotional resonance and social unity among members through the elements of interactive ritual chains. Research has found

that book club communities effectively enhance emotional communication and group cohesion among members through

embodied presence, establishment of common focus, and limitations for outsiders. The characteristics of emotional sharing

and resonance, identity recognition, and emotional investment are particularly prominent in book clubs. These emotional

transmission processes not only enrich members’ social experiences, but also promote the accumulation of social capital and

the stability of the community.
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