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“Setting Things Right” or “Progressing to the Cosmos” — A Comparative Study of the Theory
of the Three Worlds in the Scriptural Thought of Wang Lengyun and Kang Youwei
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Xiangtan University, Xiangtan, Hunan, 411100, China

Abstract: Although Wang Lengyun and Kang Youwei started from the two opposite directions of “respecting the Six Classics
and the Sacred Kings, adhering to the tradition of Gongyang Studies, and advocating the generalisation of the Classics”
and “losing the history of the Sacred Kings, acknowledging the gap between the East and the West, and starting from the
reformation of the system by Confucius”, they went to the same direction of the Confucius-centred and the Three Worlds-
oriented theory of the Three Worlds.Confucius as the centre and the Three Worlds as the focus of righteousness. However,
while Wang Lengyun took the discovery of the sages’ thoughts in the scriptures as a good prescription, Kang Youwei
emphasised that “the six scriptures are not enough to see the fullness of Confucius”, and that by reforming the system of
Confucius, he left himself enough room to introduce the values of modern civilisation into the doctrine of the pax tibetana
and reconstruct the theory in this way, and thus both of them gave their respective Sanshiho doctrines the opposite theoretical
missions--Therefore, they gave their respective theories of the Three Worlds the opposite theoretical missions of “setting
things right” and “advancing into the Pax Romana”.
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