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The Boundary of National Responsibility for Fulfilling China’s International Legal Obligations in

Response to Climate Change

Yangcheng Zhai
Radio and Television Bureau of the Xizang Autonomous Region, Lhasa, Xizang, 850000, China

Abstract: Climate change has become the most challenging environmental and development issue globally, and the
international community has paid unprecedented attention to the legal responsibilities and obligations of countries to address
climate change. As the world’s largest developing country and carbon emitter, China holds a special position and responsibility
in the global climate governance system. Based on the theoretical foundation of international law, this paper systematically
sorts out China’s main legal obligations under the framework of climate change international law, deeply analyzes the
national responsibility boundaries for China to fulfill its obligations under climate change international law, and focuses on
analyzing the principle of “common but differentiated responsibilities”, coordination between sovereignty and international
cooperation, disputes and practical challenges in responsibility allocation. Through a comprehensive exploration of China’s
compliance practices, institutional construction, international disputes, and future trends, multidimensional countermeasures
and suggestions are proposed, including improving legal mechanisms, strengthening compliance capabilities, and
optimizing international negotiation strategies. Research suggests that scientifically and reasonably defining China’s national
responsibility boundaries is the core of ensuring fair and effective global climate governance, as well as the fundamental
requirement for China to achieve green transformation and international cooperation. The conclusion section of the paper
looks forward to the new directions of China’s climate rule of law progress and international rule innovation, and puts forward
prospects and suggestions for future global climate governance.
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