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The Construction of the Awareness of the Chinese National Community from the Perspective
of Ethnic Elements on the Renminbi

Han Mingxia

Guizhou Minzu University, China Guizhou Guiyang 550025

Abstract: As China's national currency, the Renminbi (RMB) carries economic, cultural, and political functions. Ernst Cassirer
put forward the theory of cultural symbols, which explores the essence of things through phenomena from the perspective of
cultural symbols. The RMB is a concrete embodiment of Chinese cultural symbols: it condenses the ethnic elements from the
historical development process of the Chinese nation as a community (from ancient times to the present) and presents them
on the RMB banknotes in the form of visual symbols, demonstrating the inclusiveness of Chinese civilization. These ethnic
elements reveal the spiritual outlook of the Chinese nation in different periods, arouse the collective memory of all people,
and strengthen the sense of Chinese national identity. By analyzing the ethnic elements on the RMB, we can unearth historical
culture, create cultural symbols shared by all people, carry forward the national spirit, realize the pluralistic integration of the
Chinese nation, and construct the awareness of the Chinese national community.
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