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The Edict of Pitres and The Siege of Paris: The Transformation of West Frankish Defensive
Strategies

Li Zhiyuan, Li Jinwang
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Abstract: The Siege of Paris (885-886) was a pivotal event in the West Frankish defense against Viking incursions. The
mobility of Viking longships enabled deep inland raids, prompting Charles the Bald to issue the Edict of Pitres (864), which
mandated fortified bridges and urban defenses. Though slow to be enforced, these measures proved decisive in the siege,
delaying attacks and allowing reinforcements to arrive. The episode reflects a shift in Frankish strategy from offensive

campaigns to reliance on fortifications. It also signaled the decline of royal authority and the concurrent rise of aristocratic

castle-building, developments that would shape the evolution of medieval European defensive systems.
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